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commander made his headquarters at Gauhati and
began to consolidate his rule. The Kocches having
joined the Moghuls in this war, it was not long before
the Ahoms retaliated by attacking their troops on
the Bharali river, whom they pursued almost to
Gauhati. Here, as the resources of both belligerents
were almost down to nil after a war extending to
almost three years, peace was made ; and the Bar
Naddi, running into the Brahmaputra opposite Gauhati,
became the eastern boundary of Mahomedan posses-
sions. This brings one to the end of King Pratap
Sing's reign, as he died in 1641, after thirty-eight
eventful years, during which two great wars had been
conducted against the Kacharis and the Moghuls,
although not always with uniform success to the
Ahoms. Great attention had been paid to internal
organisation, markets were established and trade
fostered. Buildings of masonry and of a permanent
nature were erected, notably at Abhaypur, Mathu-
rapur, and Garhgaon, the latter being fortified and
having a palace built in its centre, the ruins of which
are still visible. The Ahom capital Garhgaon is
described in the " buranjis " of that time as being
" of great size with the palace in the centre, the city
was surrounded by a well-raised solid embankment
serving instead of customary fortifications, and on the
top of which ran a roadway. In this embankment
were four masonry gates each three kos (a kos is one
and a quarter miles) from the palace, which again was
defended by a deep ditch and stockade work of great
strength. The palace was of masonry, and the
audience hall therein is said to be 120 cubits by 36
cubits." Of the state of the country in this part of